Strawman Proposal

January 23, 2003

MODE:  COMMERCIAL VESSEL - Departing the United States

GOAL:  

To utilize the Automated Export System (AES) Vessel Transportation Module as the mechanism for receiving all export cargo information prior to export from the United States.

Background

The AES is jointly administered by the U.S. Customs Service and the Department of Commerce, Bureau of Census.  The Bureau of Census has statutory authority over the commodity data residing in AES, and shares the information via a Memorandum of Understanding with Customs.  Customs has statutory authority over the transportation (booking and manifest) data.   Census uses the commodity data to compile trade statistics; Customs uses both the commodity and transportation data to target high-risk export shipments.

DETAILS:  

Customs will require all vessel cargo information (both commodity and transportation) to be electronically reported to Customs prior to export.  

The Vessel Transportation Module is voluntary at this time with nine carriers participating.  Vessel carriers transmit booking information as far in advance of sailing as practical, but no later than 72 hours prior to departure for all information that is available at that time.  Bookings received later than 72 hours prior to departure must be transmitted as received.  Booking information is used for targeting.

Customs proposes to change the timing of manifest transmission from within 10 days post departure, to 24 hours prior to departure.  Customs anticipates that the content of the messages (Booking, Receipt of Booking, Departure, and Manifest) currently transmitted by vessel carriers will remain substantially the same.  There may be changes in the sequence of the message to allow pre-departure reporting.

Additionally, “hold” and “release” messages are automatically transmitted electronically to the vessel carrier.

